
 

Members' Corner

Become a Forever Part of a Memorable Evening

The Youngstown Press Club Hall of Fame and
Awards ceremony is more than just an event; It
is a celebration of excellence, dedication and
the powerful voices that shape our Valley.

Placing a congratulatory ad in the Hall of Fame
official program booklet is a meaningful, high-
visibility opportunity to honor this year’s
inductees and honorees while making a lasting
impact on our community.

Whether you are connected to an inductee, honoree, or passionate about the
future of local media, your message matters and will be remembered.

Who places a congratulatory ad?

Employers and Former Employers: Officially recognize the hard work,
leadership and achievements of your colleagues. Your ad publicly affirms
your organization’s commitment to quality and talent.
Alma Maters: Celebrate distinguished graduates who carry your
institution’s legacy into newsrooms, classrooms, and boardrooms.
Professional Associations and Community Organizations: Demonstrate
your alignment with journalism, public relations and free expression—
values that shape a healthy civic life.
Family, Friends, and Supporters: Share a personal tribute that will be
cherished forever. Your ad becomes a permanent keepsake for honorees
and their families.

Beyond celebrating individual excellence, your ad serves a greater purpose.
Proceeds from the program booklet directly fund Youngstown Press Club
scholarships and educational programs, paving the way for the next generation
of storytellers and media professionals.



Furthermore, your ad puts your organization directly in front of an influential
audience of regional media executives, educators and civic leaders.

Don't miss the opportunity to align with integrity and achievement. Secure your
ad placement today to champion local excellence and support the future of our
vibrant media landscape. It’s easy. Everything you need is right here.

Ed Byers, YPC Member

Hall of Fame and Awards Dinner is Sept. 23
It's the Youngstown Press Club's biggest annual event, where we recognize
the hard work, achievements and professionalism of our own. Tickets are on
sale now for the Sept. 23 Hall of Fame and Awards Dinner.

Journalists and communication professionals will be recognized for their
accomplishments at the annual event which begins at 5 p.m. at Stambaugh
Auditorium. This year's event adds a new category with the induction of three
media pioneers.

They join two distinguished print journalists, a photographer who documented
Mahoning Valley life and events for decades, a well-known radio personality
and an educator whose instruction laid the foundation for the successful
careers of many Valley journalists.
 
This year's media pioneer inductees are Simeon Booker, who was best known
for his courageous coverage of the Civil Rights Movement; Helen Hart
Hurlbert, who was publisher of the Warren Tribune Chronicle; and Warren P.
Williamson Jr., who founded WKBN radio 100 years ago.
 
They join the late Boots Bell, WHOT disc jockey, from 1959 to 1975; Carolyn
Martindale, who directed Youngstown State University's journalism program for
23 years; Mark Niquette, who has been a Bloomberg News reporter for the
past 15 years; Dan O'Brien, managing editor of the Business Journal; and Bob
Yosay, retired chief photographer at The Vindicator.

The Hall of Fame and Awards Dinner will also honor three more journalism and
communication professionals for their work and achievements.

David Skolnick, Vindicator politics writer for the past 26 years, will receive the
club's First Amendment award for his consistent advocacy for the freedom of
the press and the public's right to know.
 
Chad Krispinsky, WKBN sports anchor, will receive the excellence in media
award.
 
Lori Factor, the press club's immediate past president, will receive the medal of
merit – an internal award for someone who has made a significant contribution
to the club.

https://www.yopressclub.com/hofaadprogramads.html
https://www.yopressclub.com/hofandawards2026.html


This signature event, sponsored by Covelli Enterprises and Stambaugh
Auditorium, promises to be a memorable one. Don't miss it.

Legal Threats to News
Atty. David Marburger, a nationally known media and constitutional lawyer
drew a crowd for his June 18 YPC discussion, "From the front lines of press
freedom: The legal threats reshaping the news."

Marburger, who represents Mahoning Valley media outlets, reviewed how
President Donald Trump and his administration have targeted those critical of
him as well as people and organizations who don't abide by his wishes with
lawsuits and investigations. That includes journalists and media outlets but
also elected and appointed public officials.

The attorney co-authored a book, “Access with Attitude: An Advocate’s Guide
to Freedom of Information in Ohio," and was the founding general counsel for
the Ohio Coalition for Open Government. He's been practicing First
Amendment law for more than 40 years and has defended media in more than
110 libel suits.



Mix With Fellow Media
The annual YPC Member' Mixer will be from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 7, at The Varsity
Club, 131 W. Commerce St., Youngstown.
 
The mixer is for YPC members and their guests
only. Members are encouraged to bring a
prospective club member so they can see
firsthand how fun and smart we all are.
 
There's no charge to attend but please let us
know you're coming by Aug. 5. Bar snacks are
on the club.
 

Club Spotlight
Member Profile

Abigail Cloutier, Director of Communications and Media Relations,
﻿7 17 Credit Union

Hometown: Penncraft, Pennsylvania.

Your job: I facilitate internal, external and media
communications for 7 17 Credit Union. From our
big 7 17 Day Member Appreciation and
Financial Wellness Night to branch openings
and everything in between, I’m here to make
sure Ohio knows about the power of belonging
to a member-owned financial cooperative!

How long have you been a YPC member and
how have you benefitted? I’ve been a YPC
member for less than a year, but I’ve already
gotten involved in events, including helping out
with the HOF ceremonies. I’ve loved being able to stay connected to my
journalism colleagues and community and champion a strong media
community in the Mahoning Valley.

What's the best career or journalism advice you ever received and from
whom? The best journalism advice I’ve received is from Stan Boney – and it’s
to remember to truly connect with your audience or subject. I’ve carried that
into public relations and it will stick with me no matter what I do!

﻿What book have you read most recently? A favorite book I’ve read recently
is “American Sirens” by Kevin Hazzard, which tells the incredible tale of
Freedom House EMS and the Black men of Pittsburgh who became the first
modern paramedics of the United States.

https://www.yopressclub.com/augustmembersmixer2026.html


What's something most people would be surprised to learn about you? I
think most people would be surprised to know I was a very quiet and reserved
person for most of my life and never would have dreamed of a career
dedicated to talking to people – or that I would love it!

Coming Up...
We have speakers and activities throughout the year. Sign up, register and
check back here to learn more.

Aug. 7: Members' Mixer, 5 to 7 p.m., Varsity Club, 131 W. Commerce St.,
Youngstown. Register
Sept. 23: 5 p.m., Hall of Fame and Awards Dinner, Stambaugh
Auditorium. Tickets
Oct. 20: Panel discussion with the Committee for Safe and Secure
Elections and the Ohio Voter Rights Coalition in partnership with the
League of Women Voters of Greater Youngstown and the Jewish
Community Relations Council of the Youngstown Area Jewish
Federation.
Nov. 30: 5 p.m., YPC Members' Holiday Party, Avalon Downtown.

YPC Mission
The Youngstown Press Club's mission is to support journalists and
communicators in the greater Mahoning Valley by:

Honoring past excellence in journalism and communications through our
Hall of Fame, Excellence in Media Award, First Amendment Award and
Medal of Merit.
Supporting working journalists and communicators by championing First
Amendment and press freedom causes, and providing speakers and
events that help them to hone their craft.
Investing in the future of journalism and communications by offering
scholarships, mentoring and support for student journalists and
communicators.

Interested in supporting YPC? Learn about becoming a sponsor or scholarship
donor. Support us.

The Youngstown Press Club is proudly supported year-round by our Platinum
Sponsors, Denise and John York and The DeBartolo Corporation.

https://www.yopressclub.com/augustmembersmixer2026.html
https://www.yopressclub.com/hofandawards2026.html
https://www.yopressclub.com/support.html


 
 

Founded in 1902 and re-established in 2018, the

Youngstown Press Club promotes journalism and related

professions in the Mahoning Valley.

www.youngstownpressclub.com
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