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Youngstown Press Club News Briefs

Members' Corner

YPC Looks Forward to 2026

Happy New Year! 2026 is shiny and new
and full of possibilities. I'm especially
excited about the coming year for the
Youngstown Press Club. While | rarely
make New Year goals for myself, I, along
with the rest of the Press Club board, have
a 2026 goal for the club: to provide a
variety of impactful speakers that will
resonate with our members and the public;
speakers that inform, entertain and provide
value to our members and the community.

We already have speakers confirmed for
this year.

In March, we will feature journalist and
author Eric Garcia. Among other
responsibilities, Eric is the Washington bureau chief and senior
Washington correspondent at the Independent. He covers the White
House, Congress, campaigns and money in politics. He is the author of
the book, “We're Not Broken: Changing the Autism Conversation,” and is
the recipient of the Autistic Self Advocacy Network's Harriet McBryde
Johnson Prize for Nonfiction Writing. Our very own Sean Barron, a
reporter at The Vindicator, will join him on the stage for a question and
answer session that | know will be illuminating.

Our June speaker will be a lunch event with Atty. David Marburger. David
is one of the top rated media and advertising attorneys in Cleveland. He
attended University of Pittsburgh School of Law and graduated in 1983.
He passed the bar exam and was admitted to legal practice in 1984.

We’'ll update you with information about more events later this year.



Happy New Year!

Elise Skolnick, President

YPC on the Move

Watch for the Youngstown Press Club logo on
‘ ]p ' k Western Reserve Transit Authority buses.
e —" YPC is one 10 nonprofit organizations to receive
a WRTA 2025 Holiday of Lights Award,
recognizing the club's dedication to the Mahoning Valley. We'll be featured
along with the other winners in a shared regional awareness campaign on
television, bus ads, social media marketing and WRTA's display sign.

Thank you to WRTA for the recognition and publicity.

Institutional Members

YPC welcomes two new institutional members for 2026. The Review
Newspapers and WYSU join The Business Journal, Pecchia Communications,
the Mahoning Valley Historical Society, the Anderson Program in Journalism at
YSU, and the Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County in
supporting the club at an institutional level.

Thank you for supporting our important work.

Club Spotlight
Member Profile

Mary Ellen Pellegrini, Freelance Writer
Hometown: Girard, Ohio.

Your job: I'm a freelance writer. | write mainly
for the Catholic press, mostly through word-of-
mouth connections. The people I've met and
places I've toured have provided opportunities
for personal and professional growth, which |
thoroughly enjoy.

How long have you been a YPC member and
how have you benefitted? I've been

a member of YPC since it began. As a
freelancer, work is often solitary and being part
of YPC offers a community of like-minded individuals who understand the
writing process.




What's the best career or journalism/communications advice you ever
received and from whom? The best career advice | received came from a
writer's conference | attended. One speaker, in particular, approached me after
one of the sessions and encouraged me to promote myself and my stories. I'm
not sure what | said at that session, but her encouragement prompted me to
move forward at a time when | was close to giving up on writing.

What's your favorite book? The last book | read was "The Guernsey Literary
and Potato Pie Peel Society." It was just a fun read in a different format - a
series of letters that propelled the story forward in an unexpected way.

What's something most people would be surprised to learn about you?
Something that might surprise people — | never got good grades in high
school English. My former classmates are surprised that | can write a coherent
sentence.

Coming Up...

We have many more activities in the works — so please be sure to check
back.

e Feb. 25: 9 a.m., Student Press Freedom Day and Program at the Lariccia
Cultural Collaboratory Room, first floor of Jones Hall at Youngstown State
University.

» March 19: 6 p.m. Speaker event with journalist and author Eric Garcia at
the Tyler History Center. The main program will be followed by a book
signing in which Eric will be signing his book. You may pre-order Eric’s
book when registering for this event. Books will not be for sale at the
event. Sponsored by Potential Development, the Autism Society of
Mahoning Valley and Denise and John York and The DeBartolo
Corporation. Learn more and register.

e April 13: 5:30 p.m., Annual Meeting and Dinner, Stambaugh Auditorium
Christman Hall.

e May 3: noon, World Press Freedom Day, Butler Institute of American Art.

e June 18: noon, Speaker Event: Lunch with Atty. David Marburger.

e Aug. 7: Members' Mixer.

e Sept. 23: 5 p.m., Hall of Fame and Awards Dinner, Stambaugh
Auditorium.

e Oct. 26: Speaker Event with the Committee for Safe and Fair Elections.

YPC Mission

The Youngstown Press Club's mission is to support journalists and
communicators in the greater Mahoning Valley by:

e Honoring past excellence in journalism and communications through our
Hall of Fame, Excellence in Media Award, First Amendment Award and
Medal of Merit.

e Supporting working journalists and communicators by championing First
Amendment and press freedom causes, and providing speakers and
events that help them to hone their craft.


https://www.yopressclub.com/march19ericgarcia.html

¢ Investing in the future of journalism and communications by offering
scholarships, mentoring and support for student journalists and
communicators.

Interested in supporting YPC? Learn about becoming a sponsor or scholarship
donor. Support us.

The Youngstown Press Club is proudly supported year-round by our Platinum
Sponsors, Denise and John York and The DeBartolo Corporation.
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Founded in 1902 and re-established in 2018, the
YOU N(’S1 OWN Youngstown Press Club promotes journalism and related
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