
 

Members' Corner
YPC Celebrates Season of Gratitude

I recently represented the Youngstown Press Club,
along with President Elise Skolnick and President-
Elect Tony Paglia, at the WRTA’s Holiday Lights
Awards Dinner, in the beautiful, historic B&O Event
Center. It was a night of inspiration, as the 10 award
winners – all non-profit organizations in the
Mahoning Valley – had a chance to share their
groups’ mission and work in the community.

We were honored to be among these extraordinary
organizations in this year’s WRTA recognition. And it
came at a time when we reflect on the past year and
recognize all the people who help the Press Club do
its work to fulfill its mission.

Our members are the lifeblood of our club. We operate primarily on member dues
and our members’ willingness to volunteer to make our events, projects and
initiatives work. When we put out a call for volunteers, ask for help with an event, or
need a committee chair, we have an outpouring of offers to help.
The Press Club has 11 committees, each one of them filled by hard-working chairs and
committee members. This is the time of year that we fill committees for next calendar
year and it’s always a joy to hear back from so many of our members: “Sure! I’d be
happy to do that.” 

Our institutional members are a critical part of our club. Their organizational dues go
a long way in providing funding, but even more importantly, having the support of
respected organizations sends a powerful message to the community.

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=f6bec942-d7ac-4995-88fa-978a9c763d95


From the big sponsors of our Hall of Fame and Awards Dinner and our Annual
Meeting, to event sponsors that allow us to keep ticket prices affordable, to
scholarship donors big and small, we are appreciative that so many of you trust the
Press Club with your donation dollars. This year, Denise and John York and The
DeBartolo Corporation became our first Platinum Sponsor, which supports us all year.
We extend a huge thank-you to them for their year-round support.

Sometimes what we need is to fill seats at an event. Our speakers and programs are
carefully chosen to ensure the public gets information that is timely, relevant and
important. When we look out at the audience and see a room filled with attendees,
we know we’re fulfilling our mission. So, we’re extra grateful for all who attend our
events.

I am personally grateful for our Board of Governors’ members, past and present. As
executive director, I sometimes ask a lot from them. No matter what I ask or how
often I ask, the response is, “Tell me how I can help.” Thank you to Elise Skolnick, Tony
Paglia, Lori Factor, JoAnn Kolarik, Aundrea Cika Heschmeyer, Jordan Cohen, Madison
Tromler and Denise Dick. And a constant thank-you to Drs. Adam and Mary Beth
Earnheardt, the “mom and dad” of our organization.

You’ll be seeing more of the Youngstown Press Club, as the WRTA award begins with a
public relations campaign spotlighting the winning organizations. When you see our
logo, we hope you’ll remember how grateful we are for all the support we get from
the community.

Diane Fitzpatrick, Executive Director

Why Our Work Matters
So far in 2025, 122 journalists and media workers worldwide have been
killed through murder, dangerous assignments and being in the crossfire,
and 331 journalists are imprisoned across the world.

Source: Committee to Protect Journalists

The Society of Professional Journalists issued a statement strongly
condemning President Donald Trump's latest attacks on journalists,
including his disparaging treatment of ABC News Chief White House
Correspondent Mary Bruce and an insult aimed at Bloomberg reporter
Catherine Lucey. "These incidents are not isolated; they are part of an
unmistakable pattern of hostility — often directed at women — that
undermines the essential role of a free and independent press." 

Source: The Society of Professional Journalists

Since 2005, nearly 3,200 newspapers have shut down and still more
have changed from daily to weekly publication or abandoned publishing
in print altogether. Fewer than 5,400 newspapers remain. But there are
nearly "700 stand-alone digital sites, more than 840 network-operated
digital sites, more than 650 ethnic and foreign language organizations,



and more than 340 public broadcasters."
Source: Northwestern | Medill State of Local News Project 2025

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

"Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without
newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a
moment to prefer the latter."

— Thomas Jefferson

Club Spotlight
Member Profile

Paulina Montaldo, Broadcast Journalism Teacher
​Ursuline High School

In addition to her teaching, Paulina is the creator of Somos Youngstown, a
YouTube show in Spanish dedicated to telling and highlighting the stories and
contributions of Hispanics in the Youngstown area, and 330 Informa, a show
that interviews non-profit organizations about their valuable information and
resources.

Hometown: Originally from Santiago, Chile, and
now lives in Poland, Ohio.

Your job: Students learn to shoot, write, edit and
produce stories for our weekly school news
broadcast.

How long have you been a YPC member and
how have you benefitted? I’ve been part of this
organization for three years, and it has benefited
me by helping me make connections.

What's the best career or journalism/communications advice you ever received
and from whom? From my father, who was also a journalist. He taught me to
value listening and to be the voice for those without one. He always said that
you must immerse yourself in the reality you are going to describe, and above
all, in values, ethics and truth. That is essential so that the public who listens,
reads or watches you can believe you. A journalist who is not believed is
useless.

What's your favorite book? I am reading right now “Hell and Other
Destinations: A 21st Century Memoir" by Madeleine Albright with Bill
Woodward.

If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why? If I could have a
superpower, it would be the ability to protect animals. I care deeply about them
and the environment, and I am very concerned about the destruction of their



habitats caused by humans. With this superpower, I could ensure that animals
are safe, their homes are preserved, and future generations can enjoy wildlife
just like we do.

Coming Up...
We have many more activities in the works — so please be sure to check
back.

Feb. 25: Student Press Freedom Day and Program at Youngstown State
University.
March 19: Speaker event with journalist and author Eric Garcia
April 13: Annual Meeting and Dinner with keynote speaker Paul Beckett
May 13: World Press Freedom Day
June 18: Speaker Event: Lunch with Atty. David Marburger
Aug. 7: Members' Mixer

YPC Mission
The Youngstown Press Club's mission is to support journalists and
communicators in the greater Mahoning Valley by:

Honoring past excellence in journalism and communications through our
Hall of Fame, Excellence in Media Award, First Amendment Award and
Medal of Merit.
Supporting working journalists and communicators by championing First
Amendment and press freedom causes, and providing speakers and
events that help them to hone their craft.
Investing in the future of journalism and communications by offering
scholarships, mentoring and support for student journalists and
communicators.

Interested in supporting YPC? Learn about becoming a sponsor or scholarship
donor. Support us.

The Youngstown Press Club is proudly supported year-round by our Platinum
Sponsors, Denise and John York and The DeBartolo Corporation.

https://www.yopressclub.com/support.html


 
 

Founded in 1902 and re-established in 2018, the Youngstown

Press Club promotes journalism and related professions in the

Mahoning Valley.

www.youngstownpressclub.com
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