
 

Members' Corner

Join Us for YPC's Biggest Night of the Year

We are busy planning our sixth Hall of Fame
event at Stambaugh Auditorium, which will be
Sept. 23.

We have eight inductees this year with the new
Media Pioneers category giving us a chance to
learn the true roots of this Valley’s rich media
history. Plus, our other award winners will share
the current work experience that has earned
them this recognition from their professional
peers.

That evening we will also recognize our four
scholarship winners who are studying journalism
and communications at various Ohio colleges.

Our membership survey each year puts scholarships at the top of the YPC to-
do list. Your generosity last year made it possible for us to award four $4,000
scholarships. We don’t sit on any of these funds: Your donations come in and
scholarship dollars are awarded.

We will also give applause to our Scholastic Journalism Awards top winner and
winning adviser. YPC is working to increase awareness of our industry among
high schoolers. The committee considered and critiqued more than 100 entries
this year.

Anyone who has media memorabilia for our display at the Hall of Fame
and Awards Dinner, please bring it along for our media memorabilia table.
This is a favorite of the evening -- promotional items from newspapers,
TV, radio, Hot 100 music charts, media giveaways, and other fun
memorabilia. If you bring something to display, don't forget to take it
home with you at the end of the evening.



Ed Byers has been accumulating the great amount of media coverage
we have received over the year and will have large media display boards.
Be sure to check those out that night.
Another favorite of the evening is the social hour from 5 to 6 p.m.
Stambaugh provides a great cash bar with a nice selection of beer, wine
and mixed drinks. AND you can purchase a bottle of red or white wine for
your table. Just ask the bartenders and they will get you set up.

It will be an evening well-worth the hype. Be sure to purchase your seats (or
an entire table) by Sept. 14 so you can enjoy it all. See you there Sept. 23.

JoAnn Kolarick, YPC Secretary

Mixing It Up
We had a great time at our Aug. 7 YPC Mixer at the Varsity Club in downtown
Youngstown.

As much as we all enjoyed the food – and maybe a few drinks – the best part
by far is the camaraderie. We visit with former colleagues, including some we
haven't seen in years. We enjoy the company of our sometimes competitors in
a relaxed atmosphere and we meet new friends and young people who are
interested in pursuing careers in our industries.

If you missed it, you have another chance to mingle with us at our Nov. 30
Holiday Mixer at The Avalon, also downtown.
 

https://www.yopressclub.com/hofandawards2026.html


Election Integrity
With the midtern elections a few months away, voting has taken the spotlight in
ways this country hasn't seen in decades with court decisions, proposed
constitutional amendments and concerns about election security.

YPC is teaming with the Jewish Community Relations Council of the
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation and the League of Women Voters of
Greater Youngstown to present Defending the Ballot Box: A Panel Discussion
on Election Integrity, Safety and Security. The panel will include community
leaders and advocates who will talk about this important issue.

The event is set for Oct. 20. More details and registration information will be
announced soon.

Club Spotlight
Member Profile

Jim Houck, Owner/President, Houck Agency

Hometown: McDonald, Ohio.

Your job: I’m a PR consultant who gets to do a
lot of the things you journalists get to do and
enjoy, like writing, interviewing, hitting deadlines,
and chasing and telling stories. Some clients
even pay us to read the paper and watch the
news to tell them how often they’re mentioned
compared to their competitors! (Great gig,
right?)

How long have you been a YPC member and how have you
benefitted? I’ve been a member for a couple of years now, and I benefit
mostly from the networking opportunities and participating in the student
journalism awards.



What's the best career or journalism advice you ever received and from
whom? Lisa (Williams) Niquette would likely be floored to know this is still
burned in my brain, but early in my PR career we worked together at Packard
Electric, and she passed along some advice I’m pretty sure she attributed to
her husband, Mark. It had to do with editing your own work before turning it in.
Mark would go back and look for any instances where he used the word “is”
and then strive for better, more descriptive verbs. I still think of that. I was also
lucky enough to soak in loads of writing advice and journalistic wisdom from
former newspaper people like Tom Matthews and Tim Bennett early in my
career.

﻿What book have you read most recently? I was afraid of getting this
question, but coincidentally I’m several chapters into Regime Change by
Maggie Haberman and Jonathan Swan. I’m more apt to read self-improvement
or business books, but I turned the page, so to speak, when I went with this
one.

What was your first job and what was your favorite and least favorite
aspect of it? I was a sports correspondent for the Niles Times when I was a
junior in high school. I had a great time covering high school basketball games
throughout the Mahoning Valley for $10 a story and learning the trade from Pat
Litowitz. It’s tough to remember a downside to the gig; I loved it so much.
Maybe it was the typewriters we used, and the funky, prehistoric way we had to
type a certain code of keystrokes when we made a mistake so it would be
corrected when it hit page layout.

Coming Up...
We have speakers and activities throughout the year. Sign up, register and
check back here to learn more.

Sept. 23: 5 p.m., Hall of Fame and Awards Dinner, Stambaugh
Auditorium. Buy tickets here.
Oct. 20: Panel discussion on Defending the Ballot Box: A Panel
Discussion on Election Integrity, Safety and Security.in partnership with
the League of Women Voters of Greater Youngstown and the Jewish
Community Relations Council of the Youngstown Area Jewish
Federation.
Nov. 30: 5 p.m., YPC Members' Holiday Party, Avalon Downtown.

YPC Mission
The Youngstown Press Club's mission is to support journalists and
communicators in the greater Mahoning Valley by:

Honoring past excellence in journalism and communications through our
Hall of Fame, Excellence in Media Award, First Amendment Award and
Medal of Merit.
Supporting working journalists and communicators by championing First
Amendment and press freedom causes, and providing speakers and
events that help them to hone their craft.
Investing in the future of journalism and communications by offering
scholarships, mentoring and support for student journalists and

https://www.yopressclub.com/hofandawards2026.html


communicators.

Interested in supporting YPC? Learn about becoming a sponsor or scholarship
donor. Support us.

The Youngstown Press Club is proudly supported year-round by our Platinum
Sponsors, Denise and John York and The DeBartolo Corporation.

 
 

Founded in 1902 and re-established in 2018, the

Youngstown Press Club promotes journalism and related

professions in the Mahoning Valley.

www.youngstownpressclub.com
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